
What is the Gospel? 

    You may have heard the word Gospel and wondered 

what it meant.  The word "Gospel" in the Bible comes from 

a compound Greek word meaning "good news."  The Gospel 

is the good news about Jesus Christ. 

    But just like any other good news, it's not good news to 

everybody.  If my next-door neighbor gets a new floodlight 

on the side of his house, that's good news for him, but if it 

shines in my room and keeps me awake all night, it's bad 

news for me.  Or Aunt Sally may be taking a new 

supplement that she says has cured all her ailments.  That's 

good news for her, but it doesn't make much difference to 

me if I already feel OK. 

    The Gospel is like that last one.  It's good news, but only if 

you have something wrong with you. 

    But here's the thing.  The Bible says we do have 

something wrong with us, we just don't feel like we do.  If 

we go back to Aunt Sally, it's like I have the same thing 

wrong with me, but I just don't feel it.  In that case, she's 

better off to feel bad, since it made her do something about 

it.  Think of the people who've had serious, even fatal 

illnesses that didn't know about until it was too late.  Sin is 

like that.  We don't naturally sense that it is killing us.1 

                                                           
1 Proverbs 14:12  There is a way that seems right to a man, but 

the end of it is the paths of death.  



    We're all aware of sin, but we mostly don't call it that.  

We see one man hurt another: that's sin.  I know stealing is 

wrong, but I still want to take something: that's sin.  We 

might even try to talk ourselves into thinking that these 

things aren't really wrong, at least the ones we do or are 

tempted to do. 

    As far as how we feel about it, we could probably never 

feel as badly about sin as the Bible says sin is.  The Bible says 

sin is primarily against God.  Sin is doing what He said not to 

do.  So instead of saying "you did wrong," if I say, "you 

sinned against God," we can definitely see a deeper, darker 

shade of wrongdoing in that.  But we rarely hear it that way.  

And that shows us another level of sin: we ignore God.  We 

purposely ignore Him.  When we think about God, we steer 

around those thoughts.  That's what the Bible is getting at 

when it says: 

Romans 8:7  because the mindset of our human nature 

[literally,"the flesh"] is hostile toward God, for it is not 
subjected to the law of God, for it is not able to do so.  

 

    That means we avoid God on purpose.  We avoid Him 

because we don't like Him.  It says we're "hostile" to Him.  

We sense that He is against our sin, and we don't want Him 

in our business that deeply, so we avoid Him. 

 

    So that's one way we don't realize how bad sin really is: 

it's against God, our Creator.  Another way we don't admit 

the depth of sin is that it leads to Hell.  Hell is everlasting 

punishment.  We don't think we deserve that, so we 



conclude that our sin (if we even agree we have any) is not 

that bad. 

 

    WITH THOSE TWO THINGS TOGETHER, YOU CAN SEE WHY THE GOSPEL 

IS NOT GOOD NEWS FOR MOST PEOPLE.  Most people won't admit 

that they're avoiding God and don't like Him, nor will they 

agree that their sin is bad enough to send them to Hell 

forever.  With those two denials, the Bible's good news 

won't be good news for them. 

 

    Should we just cover up or downplay man's hatred of God 

and his worthiness of Hell?  That's a popular approach to 

get people to make friends with Jesus.  But Jesus as that 

kind of friend is not a Savior.  He's a therapist, maybe, but 

not a Savior.  The Jesus of the Bible is a Savior because we 

are evil.  We need to be saved from our evil.  To be exact, 

we need to be saved from the PENALTY of our sin, and we 

need to be saved from the enslaving POWER of sin.  That's 

the Good News of the Bible.  Jesus came to take away our 

sin's penalty and its power over us.   

    Jesus did that by dying on a cross.  There was a real 

transaction on the cross.  The Father put our sin and its 

penalty in Christ's body on the cross.  That means He took 

our portion of Hell on the cross, keeping us from going 

there.   

    Then when the Holy Spirit brings that work into our soul, 

the transaction of the Cross brings a nullification.  Sin's 

dominance is nullified.  It's presence isn't nullified, nor its 

influence, but it dominance is cancelled.  That is, I no longer 



have to answer sin's call.  Plus, now I CAN answer the call of 

righteousness.  Before, I was deaf to it. 

 

    That's the Good News.  But it's only good news if I agree 

that sin is bad and that I'm a sinner.  It's like Jesus said, 

  

… "Those who are healthy have no need of a physician, 

but those who are ill. I did not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners, to repentance." Mark 2:17 

 

    Jesus was answering the Scribes and Pharisees, who were 
complaining that Jesus ministered to bad people.  Jesus 
said, in effect, only the bad people had any use for Him!  The 
Scribes and Pharisees thought themselves sufficiently 
righteous, so they had no need for Jesus.2 Jesus and His 
message were not Good News for them.  But it was very 
Good News for the bad people who knew they needed 
saving. 

 

    Most people never feel a need for Jesus' saving work.  
They probably wouldn't like to identify themselves with the 
self-righteous Scribes and Pharisees, but that's where they 
are.  Either that, or they're like the bad people, except bad 
people who want to stay bad.  The Gospel is only good news 
for those who know they are bad and who want to be saved 
from it. 

   SHARE    
                                                           
2 Were the Scribes and Pharisees really righteous?  No.  Romans 

3:10  Just as it is written: "There is none righteous, no not one."  

But considering themselves righteous put them beyond Jesus' call 
to sinners.  
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